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HOUSE BI LL 2899

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Walsh, Gant, Shabro, Mrrell, Haler, Roach and
McDonal d

Read first tinme 01/16/2006. Referred to Commttee on Natural

Resour ces, Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to boating safety and education to prevent carbon
nmonoxi de poi soni ng; anendi ng RCW 79A. 60. 630; adding a new section to
chapter 79A. 60 RCW addi ng new sections to chapter 88.02 RCW creating
new sections; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Carbon nonoxide is a potentially deadly gas that can lead to
brain injury and death.

(2) Marine engines are not subject to the sane federal and state-
mandat ed em ssion controls as autonobiles and, therefore, could emt
dangerously hi gh concentrations of carbon nonoxide into the atnosphere,
i ncreasing the chance of exposure to potentially lethal anmounts of
car bon nonoxi de.

(3) Federal agencies have found that carbon nonoxi de can gather in
deadly concentrations behind ski boats, cabin cruisers, and persona
wat ercraft due to their propul sion engines.

(4) Dangerous |evels of carbon nonoxide can accunul ate around
vessel swi m decks and areas where occupants frequently sit or sw m at
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the stern of the boat because the exhaust ports for both propul sion
engi nes and generators are | ocated nearby.

(5) There is a |lack of awareness and know edge anobng recreational
boaters of the dangers of carbon nonoxide poisoning, resulting in
injuries and deat hs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. It is the intent of the legislature that:

(1) Citizens be educated about the dangers of carbon nonoxide
poi soni ng from vessels;

(2) It isillegal for a person to operate a recreational vessel, or
have the engine of a vessel run idle, when an individual is teak
surfing, bodysurfing, or platformdraggi ng behind the notorized vessel,
or when an individual is occupying or holding onto the swmplatform
sw m deck, swi mstep, or swiml adder.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 79A. 60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A person may not operate a vessel or have the engine of a
vessel run idle while an individual is teak surfing, platform dragging,
or bodysurfing, or occupying or holding onto the swmplatform swm
deck, swim step, or swimladder of the vessel. This subsection does
not apply when a person is docking or departing the vessel, exiting or
entering the vessel, or if the vessel is engaged in | aw enforcenent or
energency rescue activity.

A violation of this subsection is an infraction punishable by a
fine of up to one hundred doll ars.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the followng definitions
appl y:

(a) "Teak surfing" or "platform dragging”" neans holding onto the
swimplatform sw mdeck, swimstep, swimladder, or any portion of the
exterior of the transom of the vessel when the vessel is underway at
any speed;

(b) "Bodysurfing" neans swmmng or floating on one's stomach or
back or in the wake directly behind a vessel that is underway.

Sec. 4. RCW79A.60.630 and 2005 ¢ 392 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) The conm ssion shall establish and inplenent by rule a program

HB 2899 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNDNMNMNMNNMNNMNMNPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPRERPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O MW DNNPEe o

to provide required boating safety education. The boating safety
education program shall include training on preventing the spread of
aquati c invasive species. The programshall be phased in so that al
boaters not exenpted under RCW 79A. 60.640(3) are required to obtain a
boat er education card by January 1, 2016. To obtain a boater education
card, a boater shall provide a certificate of acconplishnent issued by
a boating educator for taking and passing an accredited boating safety
education course, or pass an equivalency exam or provide proof of
conpletion of a course that neets the standard adopted by the
conmi ssi on.

(2) As part of the boating safety education program the conm ssion
shal | :

(a) Establish a program to be phased over eleven years starting
July 1, 2005, with full inplenentation by January 1, 2016. The peri od
July 1, 2005, through Decenber 31, 2007, will be program devel opnent,
boater notification of the new requirenents for mandatory education
and processing cards to be issued to individuals having taken an
accredited course prior to January 1, 2008. The schedule for phase-in
of the mandatory education requirenent by age group is as follows:

January 1, 2008 - Al boat operators twenty years old and younger;
January 1, 2009 - All boat operators twenty-five years old and younger;
January 1, 2010 - Al boat operators thirty years old and younger;
January 1, 2011 - Al boat operators thirty-five years old and younger;
January 1, 2012 - Al boat operators forty years old and younger;
January 1, 2013 - Al boat operators fifty years old and younger;
January 1, 2014 - Al boat operators sixty years old and younger;
January 1, 2015 - Al boat operators seventy years old and younger;
January 1, 2016 - Al boat operators;

(b) Establish a mnimum standard of boating safety education
acconpl i shnent . The standard nust be consistent with the applicable
standard established by the national association of state boating |aw
adm ni strat ors;

(c) Adopt m nimum standards for boating safety education course of
instruction and exam nation that ensures conpliance with the national
associ ation of state boating | aw adm ni strators m ni nrum st andar ds;

(d) Approve and provide accreditation to boating safety education
courses operated by volunteers, or conmmer ci al or nonprofit
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organi zations, including, but not limted to, courses given by the
United States coast guard auxiliary and the United States power
squadr ons;

(e) Include information about the dangers of carbon nonoxide
poi soning at the stern of a vessel and how to prevent such poi soning;

(f) Develop an equivalency examnation that may be taken as an
alternative to the boating safety education course;

((8))) (g) Establish a fee of ten dollars for the boater education
card to fund all conm ssion activities related to the boating safety
educati on programcreated by chapter 392, Laws of 2005, including the
initial costs of devel oping the program Any surplus funds resulting
fromthe fees received shall be distributed by the conm ssion as grants
to local marine | aw enforcenent prograns approved by the conm ssion as
provi ded in RCW 88. 02. 040;

(((y)) (h) Establish a fee for the replacenent of the boater
education card that covers the cost of replacenent;

(())) (i) Consider and evaluate public agency and conmmerci al
opportunities to assist in program adm nistration wwth the intent to
keep adm nistrative costs to a m ni num

(()) (J) Approve and provide accreditation to boating safety
education courses offered online; and

(()) (k) Provide a report to the legislature by January 1, 2008,
on its progress of inplenentation of the mandatory education program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 88.02 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Any new or used vessel sold within this state nust display two
carbon nonoxide warning stickers devel oped by the departnent. One
sticker shall be placed in the interior of the vessel and one shall be
pl aced facing out on the exterior of the stern or transom of the
vessel, unless the vessel is inflatable and the sticker would not
ot herwi se adhere to the surface of the stern.

(2) For vessels sold by a dealer, the dealer shall ensure that both
war ni ng stickers have been affixed prior to conpleting a transaction.

(3) For a vessel sold by an individual, the departnent shall
i nclude both stickers in the registration materials provided to the new
owner, and the departnent shall notify the new owner that the stickers
must be affixed as described in subsection (1) of this section.
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(4) A warning sticker already devel oped by a vessel manufacturer
may satisfy the requirenments of this section if it has been approved by
t he departnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 88.02 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall include an informational brochure about the
dangers of carbon nonoxide poisoning and vessels and the warning
stickers required by section 5 of this act as part of the registration
materials mailed by the departnent for two consecutive years for
regi strations that are due or becone due after the effective date of
this act, and thereafter upon reconmmendation by the director of the
departnent. The materials shall instruct the vessel owner to affix the
stickers as required by section 5 of this act.

--- END ---
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